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Lauren Siry, an artist and founder of 1805 Gallery in Little Italy, is filling Porto Vista Hotel with art. A piece by San 
Diego artist Daniel Barron Corrales hangs in the background. / Photo by Kinsee Morlan 

Elevating Art in an Actual Elevator
Elevators can be super awkward. People are forced to stand close to one another, but they 
mostly avoid eye contact and conversation by either looking at their phones or staring at the 
glowing elevator buttons. 

Artist Lauren Siry, who runs 1805 Gallery, is making the elevator ride at Porto Vista Hotel in 
Little Italy much more pleasant. 

She commissioned San Diego artist Daniel Barron Corrales to create an art installation inside 
the elevator. Corrales just installed the work, and it’s a cool James Turrell-inspired piece that 
really jazzes up the small space with color and light projections. 

“I think it just jolts people out of their traditional experience in the hotel,” Siry said. “Even just 
having a work in a small elevator, artists can create a conversation, and create interaction. It 
really does bring people together.  

http://1805gallery.com/
http://www.portovistasd.com/
http://www.danielbarroncorrales.com/
http://jamesturrell.com/
http://1805gallery.com/
http://www.portovistasd.com/
http://www.danielbarroncorrales.com/
http://jamesturrell.com/
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The elevator art is just one small piece of a new art program Siry is launching at Porto Vista, a 
hotel her family owns. She’s installed other works by Corrales in the hotel lobby and work by 
artist Samantha Louise Marett in the restaurant inside the hotel. An opening reception for the 
show is happening from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursday. 

She says this is the first hotel-wide art exhibition, and there will be more. She has plans to invite 
artists to do installations in the hotel’s stairwells, rooftop patio and courtyards, and she’d like to 
launch a residency program and invite international artists to stay at the hotel and make work 
while they’re in San Diego. 

The hotel has set aside a small budget for the program. She says here family understands the 
value of having art that makes a lasting imprint on hotel guests. 

“It’s just changing the experience of how people navigate through the space and the hotel,” 
Siry said. “And it’s also about having them interacting with local artists, too.” 

An artist herself, Siry said she’s aware of the dearth of opportunities for visual artists in San 
Diego. She’s also closely watching the development boom that’s making it even harder for 
local artists to find room to make or show their work. 

Siry said she wants to help, so she’s doing that by creating exciting opportunities for San Diego 
artists to experiment. 

“The hotel is like a playground for artists,” Siry said. “It’s a chance for them to kind of go outside 
of the norm and really push the limits of their practice.” 
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